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concentration and discipline had not run down, his eagerness
to create had not run down, but the powerful machine that
was the brain of Jack London, after having produced forty-
one books in fourteen years, was at last beginning to tire,
to lose its grip.

Deeply as he had been hurt by Joan the year before, he
made another determined effort to win his daughters'
allegiance. When Joan, who had just entered high school,
sent him a play she had written he was as delighted with it
as with anything he had turned out himself. "I like it
tremendously, and can hardly believe that I am the father
of a girl who is so big that she can write such a play." His
business and personal letters of the next few months proudly
tell that he is the father of a girl already in high school.

Having formulated his plans, he went humbly to the
house in Piedmont, where he laid his proposition before
Bessie. If she would permit the children to visit him at the
ranch, to become acquainted with their father all over again,
and to love the ranch as they rode over its trails with him,
he would change his will, which now deeded everything to
Charmian, and leave the estate to the two girls. He would
build Bessie a home in a protected corner of the ranch, so
she could be with them. She could come with them at all
times to be sure that Charmian would not intrude. ... He
would do anything she asked, anything, if only she would
let him have back his two daughters. Bessie was not tempted.

A few days later he wrote directly to Joan. "Now Joan,
it is a hard proposition to put up to you at your age, and
the chances are that in deciding on this proposition I put up
to you on Sunday night you will make the mistake of
deciding to be a little person in a little world. You will make
that mistake because you listened to your mother, who is a
little person in a little place in a little part of the world, and
who, out of her female sex jealousy against another woman,
has sacrificed your future for you. I offer you the big things
of the world, the big things that big people live and know
and think and act,"